
To:                  Beth Israel Lahey Health Physicians and Employees 
  
From:              Kevin Tabb, MD 

President and CEO, Beth Israel Lahey Health  
  
Date:               Thursday, April 16, 2020 
  
  
Dear Colleagues,  
  
Seven years ago this week, Massachusetts came together like never before. The hours, days and weeks after 
the Boston Marathon bombings tested us – and brought out our collective strength, resilience and generosity 
of spirit.   
  
No matter how far any one of us was from the finish line that April day in 2013, our entire community found 
meaning in and connection to the term “Boston Strong.” Now, seven years later, another unprecedented 
challenge is mobilizing that very same strength, resilience and generosity of spirit. We, and particularly those 
of us in health care, are facing the challenge of COVID-19 united as a community and in service to our 
community.  
  
That focused commitment to service is essential. While the virus itself may not distinguish between hospital or 
health care system boundaries, cities, states or nations, this pandemic is striking low income communities and 
communities of color disproportionately hard.  That’s a fact.  And we are fighting back in a way that reflects 
just how much we are all in this together.   
  
As Beth Israel Lahey Health and as part of a broader Massachusetts health care community, we know how 
important it is that we continue to care for the rising number of patients arriving at our hospitals and other sites 
of care.  Our clinicians and staff are supporting our patients with extraordinary skill, compassion and 
dedication. At the same time, we also know how important it is that we reach far into the community to help 
those who need it most.   
  
BILH has joined forces with other hospitals and health systems, particularly those serving the 
underserved.  We have partnered closely with Cambridge Health Alliance, Boston Medical Center, Signature 
Healthcare in Brockton, and others to facilitate patient transfers so that no hospital is overwhelmed with 
patients while others have beds available.   
  
And because we know that access to COVID-19 testing is essential in caring for patients, managing the virus’ 
spread and, ultimately, reopening our economy, we have stepped forward to offer our in-house testing 
capabilities to Cambridge Health Alliance, Boston Medical Center, Signature Healthcare, Hebrew SeniorLife, 
the Massachusetts prison system, and others. 
  
In continuing to expand access to testing, BILH launched a COVID-19 testing site in Chelsea, which is now 
open seven days a week and offers testing and resources in multiple languages. This morning, we opened a 
similar testing site at Bowdoin Street Health Center in the Bowdoin-Geneva neighborhood of Boston.   
  
I know that Beth Israel Lahey Health – driven by our extraordinary providers and staff – will continue to lead in 
our communities, because it’s our ethical responsibility and our honor to do so.  While this virus has brought 
extraordinary hardship and loss, more than anything, it has also brought out the best in all of us. 
  
Thank you to each and every one of you for always bringing your best.   
  
Kevin  


	From:              Kevin Tabb, MD

