
 
 
To:                Beth Israel Lahey Health Physicians and Employees 
  
From:           Kevin Tabb, MD 

       President and CEO, Beth Israel Lahey Health  
  
Date:            Monday, June 1, 2020 
  
  
Dear Colleagues:  
  
I spent the weekend, as I imagine many of you also did, reflecting on the state of our country.  We have 
been through so much over the last three months. COVID-19 has brought and continues to bring 
heartbreak and hardship, particularly for communities of color, which have been struck by this virus in a 
wildly disproportionate fashion. 
  
Now, as we struggle to come to terms with extraordinary loss and a still uncertain road ahead, we are 
shocked (although, sadly, not surprised) by acts of racism and violence. We’re sad and angry about these 
events, which have shined spotlights on inequities that have persisted for centuries.   
  
Our organizational values require that each of us, and as a collective, stand firmly in solidarity against 
injustice and hate. In fact, Beth Israel Lahey Health was formed on a commitment to working together to 
make a difference in people’s lives and in our communities.    
  
So let us now reaffirm that commitment and act on the profound responsibility we have to our 
communities, which go well beyond the narrow confines of what people would traditionally define as 
health care.  We are more aware than ever of the social determinants of health, including education, 
poverty, housing and violence.   
  
Let us be there for one another.  Let us foster an inclusive culture.  Let us be a force for change – both 
inside the walls of our organization and across our communities. 
  
I know we can do it, because over the last few months we have worked together in service to our 
communities in ways we never could have imagined.  We scaled the peak of the COVID-19 crisis by 
working collaboratively, and we have begun a long and slow descent. Now we must make sure we’re 
ready for any additional waves of the virus that may come, while also meeting our communities’ other 
significant and diverse health care needs. These needs have not diminished these past few months but, 
rather, have been quietly crowded out by this virus.   
  
Thank you for being part of that force for change – and for all you do each and every day.  
  
Kevin  
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	President and CEO, Beth Israel Lahey Health

