
help raise the remaining $500,000. “We are excited 
to begin our outreach to the broader community,” 
explained Mary Williamson, Executive Director of the 
Anna Jaques Community Health Foundation. The 
Foundation is accepting outright gifts, multi-year 
pledges, matching gifts and planned gifts as ways local 
donors can participate. A few naming opportunities 
exist and donors can also purchase inscribed bricks 
for the hospital courtyard for donations of $500 and 
$1,000. More information about the Brick Program can 
be found on the back.

“As we have for over 135 years, Anna Jaques relies on 
the community’s philanthropic support to maintain our 
high standard of quality care close to home. Donors 
to this campaign, especially in this fi nal phase, can 
make a real diff erence in providing the best possible 
surgical experience,” said David LaFlamme, Chairman 
of the AJH Board of Trustees. All gifts made to the 
Stepping Forward Campaign and to the Anna Jaques 
Community Health Foundation stay in our community 
for the sole and exclusive support of Anna Jaques 
Hospital. For more information about the Stepping 
Forward Campaign, and how to make a gift that 
best suits your needs, contact Mary Williamson at 
(978)463-1211, or visit ajh.org/steppingforward. 

Donors and Volunteers Transforming
Anna Jaques Hospital

Winter 2020

Stepping Forward   
   Into the Future

Groundbreaking for two new operating 
rooms and renovated main entrance 

planned for the Spring 2021

(Left) Rendering of new lobby and information desk. (Right) Representation of new, larger surgical suite.

       AJH is the destination for outstanding 
orthopedic surgery and post-surgical care 
in our region, o� ering a high-quality patient 
experience and an environment that can 
lead to faster healing—all close to home.

- Mark Goldstein, AJH President

As Anna Jaques Hospital (AJH) continues to 
rebound from the impact of COVID-19 and position 

itself for the future, the hospital has launched the fi nal 
stretch of its $4 million Stepping Forward Campaign to 
expand operating room capacity. Key to the hospital’s 
strategy is the expansion of primary and specialty care, 
specifi cally in orthopedics. The project will add two 
large operating rooms to house the latest technology 
and larger surgical teams, as well as renovate the 
hospital’s main entrance. In October, AJH selected 
Columbia Construction of North Reading as the builder 
of the $8 million project, with construction scheduled 
to break ground in the spring of 2021. 

Orthopedic surgery at Anna Jaques has doubled over 
the past 10 years. In 2015, the hospital introduced 
MAKOTM robotic-assisted surgery for hip and knee 
replacements. The strength of its clinical capabilities 
and exceptional local specialists led to a collaboration 
with New England Baptist Hospital to implement the 
Baptist model of care at AJH in December 2019. The 
clinical partnership both reinforces and strengthens the 
ongoing commitment to excellent quality outcomes 
and patient-centered care within the local community. 

By the Community, For the Community 
Local individuals, businesses, and foundations have 
helped Anna Jaques build a strong base of support for 
the project during a quiet phase of fundraising over the 
last two years. To date, $3.5 million has been pledged 
or donated toward the Stepping Forward Campaign’s 
$4 million goal, led by a $500,000 gift from the Gerrish 
Family Foundation. Nearly 50 donors have contributed 
at the Leadership level of $25,000 or more and 100% 
of the hospital’s board and senior leadership team have 
pledged their support to the initiative. Now, the Anna 
Jaques Community Health Foundation is reaching 
out to the community for donations big and small to 
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Consider a  
Year-End Gift  
to Support  
Your Community 
Hospital 

Dear Friends of Anna Jaques Hospital, 

This rollercoaster of a year has taught me many lessons. I’ve learned how important 
it is to be resilient, and to lead by example. I’ve learned to be more patient and 
understanding about the tremendous stress and strain that we are all handling to 
balance work, school, and family demands. And I’ve learned to be more grateful 
for every act of kindness and responsible citizenship that will help us thrive amid 
continued uncertainty. 

We at AJH are very grateful to our dedicated staff, many of whom have been on the 
frontlines of the pandemic throughout the last nine months, and doing all they can to 
keep our community safe. While managing through COVID-19, they have also delivered 
new programs, overseen the installation of state-of-the-art equipment to better serve 
the needs of our patients, and cared for our community with skill and compassion. They 
are true “Healthcare Heroes.”  

We are also grateful to you, our loyal volunteer and donor community, who helped make this important work 
possible. Thank you for supporting our mission to deliver the highest quality medical care for—and improve the 
health of—our community. As these pages illustrate, the AJH family of supporters continues to answer the call 
through volunteerism and financial support. We are pleased to share stories of their extraordinary generosity 
in this newsletter. 

Thanks to supporters like you, we are well-positioned to launch the final push for our Stepping Forward Campaign 
to expand our operating facilities. You also have helped us continue our fight against breast cancer, and expand 
primary care offerings throughout our service area. 

During this season of giving, I especially want to express our heartfelt gratitude to all who generously share their 
time and resources to sustain AJH. We cannot do this important work without you and we are so appreciative. 

Happy Holidays! 

Mary Williamson                
Executive Director, Anna Jaques Community Health Foundation 
Vice President for Development 
mwilliamson@ajh.org  |  978-463-1211

Throughout this challenging year, AJH and its dedicated staff have been there for you, your family and 
neighbors, providing safe and compassionate medical care. 

A tax-deductible gift made to the AJH Annual Fund allows us to invest in needed clinical services,  
state-of-the-art equipment, key staff recruitment, and supports AJH through the dynamic circumstances 
we are all living through today. 

Please consider donating by December 31st at www.ajh.org/giving.
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D O N O R  S U P P O R T

The AJH Birth Center and Neonatal Care Center was the recipient of a 
unique bundle of gifts that will help bring comfort to families at a time of 

grief. A specialized cooling bassinet, known as a CuddleCot™, allows parents 
who have experienced a stillbirth to spend needed time with their baby to 
appropriately grieve. This donation was generously given by Matthew’s Gift, 
Inc., a foundation created by Kelley Meaney and her family, out of their own 
personal grief experience with a stillbirth of their third child.

“We want to support grieving families by donating CuddleCots™ in 
memory of their babies and special sibling kits to help those brothers and 
sisters work through their own grief, as they learn they won’t be bringing 
their new baby home. We want to ensure that every hospital in the USA 
has at least one CuddleCot™,” says Kelley, who traveled with her family 
from their home town of Plymouth to bring the specialized equipment and 
resource materials to AJH in August.

CuddleCot Gifted to AJH Birth Center 

Earlier this year, Ann-Ellen Hornidge, chair of the Beth Israel Lahey Health 
Board of Trustees, along with her husband, Ned Murphy, made the 

first gift to support BILH in a system-wide capacity. At their request, their 
generous support was evenly divided among all of the system’s hospitals, 
behavioral health services, and home health/post-acute care services. This 
gift symbolizes Ann-Ellen and Ned’s admiration for the vision of a truly 
integrated system dedicated to making a difference in people’s lives across 
Eastern Massachusetts. “It is BILH’s vision and its commitment to high-
quality, accessible health care that make us exceptionally proud to support 
the system,” said Ann-Ellen. “We hope our commitment encourages others 
to support the remarkable work taking place across BILH.”

Generous Gift Supports All BILH Institutions 

Learn more: ajh.giftplans.org

A gift to AJH through your will can strengthen your long-term financial goals and can be a simple, affordable 
way to leave a lasting legacy. Donors who make a “planned gift” of any kind to AJH are enrolled into our  

1884 Legacy Society, allowing the hospital to recognize your generosity during your lifetime. 

The Meaney family present gifts to  
Birth Center Director Alison Sekelsky 
(L) and Chris Campbell of the Neonatal 
Care Center (R) 

The Amesbury Health Care Charitable Trust (AHCCT) was 
established in 1998 from the endowment of Amesbury Hospital 

to support programs that improve access to healthcare services for 
Amesbury residents. Annual gifts of $20,000 each, given over the 
last three years from the AHCCT, supported the development and 
expansion of the Beth Israel Lahey Primary Care—Amesbury practice  
on Goddard Road, making a substantial investment in the health  
and well-being of the Amesbury community. The thriving practice 
now supports three physicians: Dr. Anavera Lopes, Dr. Risa Schulman, 
and Dr. Jenne Wax, who provide personalized, comprehensive care 
for patients of all ages. 

3-Year Grant Supports Primary Care in Amesbury



Hosted by the Institution for Savings (IFS) to celebrate 
the life of long-time employee Pat Connelly and 

raise funds for the Gerrish Breast Care Center at Anna 
Jaques Hospital, over 300 walkers “got their pink on” to 
strut their stuff! Participants completed the virtual 5K 
suggested loop or a route of their choosing between 
October 18th and October 25th. Employee teams from 
the IFS and AJH walked throughout the week, along 
with grateful patients and members of the community. 

IFS inspired the community by sponsoring and 
coordinating this commemorative effort, and they led 
the way with a generous $5,000 gift in Pat’s name. In 
addition to contributions from walkers, AJH received 
donations from her co-workers, colleagues, and friends. 
AJH is very grateful to the employees, board members 
and associates of the Institution for Savings whose gifts 
pushed the total raised to $50,000. 

Included is an extraordinary $25,000 matching 
gift made by Greg Southard, owner of Riverfront 
Landscaping in Newburyport. Greg interacted with Pat 
frequently as his crews maintained the grounds of local 
IFS offices. Her consistent kindness made a profound 
impression, and her untimely passing left a void. “I am 
pleased to be able to honor Pat’s meaningful life, and 
contribute to the efforts of the IFS and the hospital to 
offer local options for cancer care.” 

Pat Connelly, A Life Well Lived 

Fighting Cancer  
One Step at a Time 

Inspirational Pat-Walk for a Cure  
Raises $50,000 to Support the  
Gerrish Breast Care Center

Pat was the quintessential Newburyporter! Born in 1946 
at AJH and graduated from Newburyport High School in 
1964, Pat went on to secretarial school in Boston before 
working for the City of Newburyport. She was employed 
with the Newburyport Redevelopment Authority and 
later secretary to Mayor Byron J. Matthews and Assistant 
to City Clerk George H. Lawler, Jr. Pat served as 
Newburyport Ward 5 City Councilor in 1972 and 1973.

Pat’s second home was the Institution for Savings. 
As a 38-year employee of the Bank, Pat was truly 
the “face” of IFS, rising from a teller position to Vice 
President. She loved going to work every day, she 
loved her co-workers and customers. Pat loved being 
a part of the transformational philanthropy the Bank 
made possible through its Charitable Foundation. She 
was enthusiastically involved, with many non-profit 
organizations including the Merrimack Valley Feline 
Rescue Society, Newburyport Art Association, and 
Firehouse Center for the Arts. She was a long-time 
friend, supporter, and volunteer for AJH, and was 

a key member of our Celebrating Survivors Event 
Planning Committee. 

Pat’s heart of gold touched the lives of many. We will 
miss her beautiful eyes and smile, sense of humor, 
intelligence and most importantly, her kindness. She was 
and will remain a true inspiration for all of us.
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The family of Mary Rocco, breast cancer survivor, AJH volunteer, 
and best friend of Pat Connelly, walked the Pat-Walk for a Cure.

Greg Southard presents his generous donation to Mary Williamson and 
Kelley Sullivan of AJH, and Mary Anne Clancy of the Institution for Savings.



For years, Anna Jaques Hospital has partnered with local 
organizations to raise awareness and promote prevention during 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month, culminating in our popular event, 
Celebrating Survivors. This year, the impact of COVID-19 prevented  
us from hosting a gathering—yet the need to honor those impacted 
by cancer never felt more important. 

Our creative efforts went virtual this year, and AJH partnered with 
North of Boston Cancer Resources, the YWCA Encore Program, and 
Tough Warrior Princesses to: 

•  Support those on a cancer journey with free and safe outdoor 
and virtual activities

•  Encourage early detection through mammogram screenings 

•  Share survivor stories of strength and inspiration

•  Provide opportunities to donate in honor of a loved one’s 
cancer journey

AJH offers 3D Mammography in three locations:

• Newburyport: Anna Jaques, 25 Highland Avenue

• Amesbury: 24 Morrill Place

•  Haverhill: PMA Medical Office Building,  
One Park Way

Schedule your mammogram today: 978-834-8210

Please note: Due to COVID-19-related infection  
control restrictions, walk-in appointments are not 
available at this time. 

Thank You, Community Partners

Schedule Your Annual 
Mammogram & Encourage 
Others to Do So!  
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Team AJH radiology dons their pink boas during their Pat-Walk.

Alliance Oncology team takes a break on the bench named in Pat’s 
honor on the Newburyport boardwalk. 



C A R I N G  F O R  T H O S E  I N  N E E D

The Newburyport Society for the Relief of Aged 
Women (NSRAW) was established in 1835 by a 

small group of women who started a fund to assist 
aged and poverty-stricken women in the area. Their 
mission grew over time to provide housing for needy 
women, fi rst on Olive Street, then at the Wheelwright 
House at 75 High Street. In 2006, the organization made 
the major decision to sell the Wheelwright House and 
use its endowment resources to continue its mission: 
serve needy elderly women, aged 60 and over in 
Newburyport, Newbury, and Salisbury. Today the Society 
accepts grant applications from non-profi t organizations 
for programs and services that directly serve elderly 
women in need. In addition, the Society provides direct 
assistance to qualifying individuals to meet healthcare 
expenses, utility assistance, rent, and food vouchers, as 
well as emergency assistance for unexpected bills.

Many seniors struggle to aff ord their healthcare. 
Insuffi  cient insurance coverage, high deductibles, rising 
healthcare costs and widening disparity in access to 
healthcare services continue to adversely aff ect the 
elderly population. As a result, some seniors make hard 
choices, cutting back on other necessities in order to pay 
for prescriptions, premiums, and co-payments, or they 
choose to delay or avoid care altogether to save costs. 

In late September, AJH received a grant from the 
Society in the amount of $20,000 to assist low-
income women from Newburyport, Newbury, and 
Salisbury in bridging medical insurance gaps to meet 
healthcare expenses. Together, we will pilot a Medical 
Expense Relief Fund that will address unpaid balances 
and other challenges relating to insuffi  cient insurance 
coverage, high deductibles and increased out-of-
pocket medical expenses. 

To learn more about the direct fi nancial assistance 
provided by NSRAW to women in need in Newburyport, 
Newbury, and Salisbury visit: nsraw.org

Philanthropic support from The Provident Bank Charitable Foundation and 
BankProv will help meet the healthcare needs of the underserved living 

in Seabrook, NH. A recent grant to the Anna Jaques Community Health 
Foundation in the amount of $20,000, and a $10,000 gift to the AJH Aid 
Association, helps AJH fulfi ll its mission to serve all members of our community, 
regardless of their ability to pay. Patients living in Seabrook can utilize the 
new Beth Israel Lahey Health Primary Care, in partnership with Anna Jaques 
Hospital, at 570 Lafayette Road in Seabrook. Primary care physicians Sangita 
Agarwal, MD, and Alexander Asch, DO, provide personalized, comprehensive 
primary care for patients of all ages—from pediatrics through geriatrics. 

Local Charity Assists Vulnerable Community Members

BankProv Donation Helps Provide Healthcare for the Neediest in Seabrook, NH 
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The Aid Association Art Wall, located on the main corridor of the hospital, 
began as a modest fundraising effort in the mid 1990’s, to transform bare 

wall space, enhance the experience at AJH for patients, staff, and visitors, and 
to support the hospital. 

Through the years, local scenes, landscapes, botanicals, and more, have been 
showcased along the corridor, with a percentage of the sales donated to 
the Aid Association. A late summer exhibit however, by Margaret Bernier of 
Newburyport, had special meaning.

Margaret was diagnosed with breast cancer in February, and underwent 
surgeries in March and October. Her treatment regimen at AJH, under the 
direction of Dr. Jonathan Eneman of the Anna Jaques Cancer Center affiliated 
with BIDMC and Dr. Daphna Spiegel of Alliance Radiation Oncology at AJH, 
has included chemotherapy, radiation, and physical therapy, all provided throughout the pandemic. She credits  
the thoughtful clinical care, kindness, and encouragement of her care team, who she says “forged a strong personal 
connection” and treated her like family, especially when her own spouse, Joanne, could not accompany her  
to treatment due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

Margaret had committed to the show a year in advance, and despite being in the throes of recovery, she was 
determined to finish at least a dozen paintings for the exhibition. She credits the skill and perseverance of physical 
therapist Sarah Carrico, PT, CLT, for helping her to strengthen her shoulder and right arm, and to begin painting a 
series of marsh, dory and dinghy scenes for the show. She wanted to share her interpretations of our beautiful natural 
surroundings with others in a way that would resonate. 

Margaret’s work was extremely popular. She sold eleven of the twelve paintings, and donated all proceeds to the Aid 
Association in gratitude for her entire care team. “The gallery reminds people that there are local artists, and that 
art is important to our mental health and sense of place. The opportunity to capture and share this strong feeling of 
community, and to give back, is very rewarding for me,” said Margaret. 

A J H  A I D  A S S O C I A T I O N

On October 15th, Mary Ann Abbott, President of the 
Anna Jaques Hospital Aid Association, along with 

members of the Aid Association Board, presented a gift 
in the amount of $70,000 to Hospital President Mark 
Goldstein and Foundation Chair Matt Khatib.  

The continued generosity of the Aid Association is 
particularly significant this year, as all of their large-
scale, revenue-producing events were cancelled due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. The gift was designated to three 
areas of need: the Healthcare Heroes Fund, medical 
care for low-income residents of Seabrook, NH, and an 
installment of a 5-year pledge to support the Stepping 
Forward Campaign. Thank you, ladies, for all that you do 
to support AJH! 

Aid Association Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Tuesday, December 8th: Tree of Light 

Saturday, December 12th from 12-5pm:  
Inside Out Holiday House Tour

Visit ajh.org/aidassociation for details. 

Art Wall Brightens Corridor and Lifts Spirits 

Continuing A Strong Legacy of Support
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Build a Path to the Future at Anna Jaques Hospital

Buy a Brick!
Purchase a commemorative brick to fi ll the 
walkways leading to the new Helen & Byron 
J. Matthews Main Entrance and the Virginia A. 
Capolupo Entrance to honor a loved one, thank a 

caregiver, share an intention, or simply state your support with your name.

Support our Stepping Forward $4 million fundraising campaign and leave your mark for 
decades to come on these well-traveled paths.

•• $1,000 gift purchases an 8x8” brick.

•• $500 gift purchases a 4X8” brick.

Place Your Order Today!
Simply complete the information below and return to 
Anna Jaques Community Health Foundation (AJCHF),
25 Highland Avenue, Newburyport MA 01950 or visit 
ajh.org/steppingforward to order your brick online.

Contact the Foundation at 978-463-1176 with any questions.  

Contact Information:
Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
City:____________________State:____ Zip:_____

I wish to purchase (please check selection):
 4 x 8 brick ($500)   8 x 8 brick ($1,000) 

Payment Options:
 Check made payable to AJCHF is enclosed 
 Charge my credit card:  
Visa __   MasterCard __    AMEX __   Discover __
Credit Card #: _____________________________
Expiration Date: ___ / ___   CVV#: _______
Name on Card: _____________________________
Signature: _________________________________

 Payroll deduction (AJH employees only)   
  Gifts may also be made online at 

ajh.org/steppingforward

Print your brick inscription in the boxes below:
4 x 8 Brick: You may use up to 3 lines and 22 
characters per line.
8 x 8 Brick: You may use up to 6 lines and 22 
characters per line.

Community Health Foundation Expanding Surgical Services through a Community-Based Campaign

Construction Corner
A special communication for AJH staff, physicians and volunteers to stay informed about the 

construction of the new Operating Rooms and Helen and Byron J. Matthews Entryway.

Gift Payment Frequency: 
 One-time   Annually   Semi-annually   Quarterly  
 Monthly     Starting on:  __ /__ /__ 

Notes:  Numbers, symbols, and punctuation marks count as 

characters. Lines will be centered by engraver.  

Example of a 4x8 engraved brick


