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Cancer Survivorship is  
More Than Surviving Cancer
Our multi-disciplinary approach treats  
the whole patient, not just the disease.

Lisa Lewis & Michelle Petryk, RN, BSN, OCN,  
Director of Cancer Services and Infusion Clinic

Anna Jaques Cancer Center, affiliated with  
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center (BIDMC), 

is a place that Lisa Lewis has come to know well 
during her yearlong battle with breast cancer. 
“Getting a cancer diagnosis is very hard, and the 
treatment is harder. You have to trust a process 
that you don’t fully understand.”

Lisa is grateful to Dr. Peter Hartmann, her 
surgeon; Dr. Neelam Desai, Dr. Donielle Sliwa, 
her oncologists; Dr. Claire Fung, her radiologist; 
and to her entire medical team. “I’ve received 
the best care at the Anna Jaques Cancer Center. 
The physicians, nurses, staff- everyone has been 
kind, supportive, and so positive. I have had all my 
treatments here—it is my one-stop shop! I’m so 
thankful I don’t have to drive to Boston for any  
of my medical care.”

After 20 weeks of Chemotherapy, a double 
mastectomy, followed by 20 radiation therapy 
sessions, Lisa’s breast cancer treatment is over, 
but her cancer journey is not. She is one of the 
16.9 million cancer survivors in the United States. 
As the number of cancer survivors living years 
beyond their cancer diagnosis has grown, so has 
the emphasis on cancer survivorship, which starts 
from the time of diagnosis, continues well after 
treatment, and includes cancer patients, as well  
as their family and caregivers.                                   

Since opening its doors, the Anna Jaques Cancer 
Center, affiliated with BIDMC, has continued 
to raise the bar of comprehensive cancer care 
offered to patients locally. Our cancer survivorship 
program aims to provide complete care for the 
whole person, including managing the long-term 
effects of treatment, managing the risk of second 
cancers, and addressing the patient’s social, 
physical, and psychological effects. Our multi-

disciplinary team includes a dedicated oncology 
social worker and oncology dietician, who 
provide “whole-person” patient-centered care 
to cancer patients. They offer recommendations 
on general wellness issues such as nutrition, diet, 
stress reduction, exercise, and behavioral health 
counseling. They also help patients connect 
to practical resources, such as transportation, 
financial assistance, house cleaning, childcare, 
community resources, and support groups. These 
Cancer Center “Giving Fund” services have been 
supported through the philanthropy of local 
foundations and grateful patients. 

Lisa appreciates the emotional and financial help 
she has received from the Cancer Center. “The 
social worker, Sara Lahaie, provided me with 
resources that have helped me get through this 
journey. She has connected me to a therapist and 
support groups and helped our family financially 
through gift cards for gas and groceries.” 
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Dear Friends of Anna Jaques Hospital, 

Everywhere I look, spring has sprung…our communities are buzzing with activity 
again, and people have come out of winter and COVID-19 hibernation anxious to 
reconnect. That same energy is humming throughout the AJH campus, where the 
Stepping Forward project is nearing completion, thanks to our many supporters. We 
welcomed our first orthopedic surgeries in the new Gerrish Family Surgical Suite on 
February 8th. Work has continued on the new Helen and Byron J. Matthews Main 
Entrance, corridors, and interior spaces during the winter months, and we are thrilled 
to welcome patients, visitors, and staff through the new entrance by May. 

With COVID restrictions relaxing, we have begun to plan and safely participate in hospital education and 
social events that help to build our community. We’re even planning tours again! Thank you to so many in the 
community who supported the AJH Aid Association’s Great Chefs’ Keeping it Local festivities in April. And 
thank you to the dedicated members of the Aid Association for continuing to find creative ways to benefit 
our local restaurants and hospital. BRAVO! 

Community philanthropy is at the core of these projects and the programs like the wrap-around services that 
support our cancer patients as described on Page 1. Your support makes possible the exceptional care we 
provide to our patients. AJH is very grateful to every donor who supports the often life-saving work of our 
community hospital, whether it be by honoring a family member or caregiver with a tribute donation, playing 
in the golf tournament, or renewing Annual Fund contributions. Every act of generosity makes a difference. 

Thank you, 

Mary Williamson                
Vice President for Development 
mwilliamson@ajh.org  |  978-463-1211

P.S: Thank you to everyone who supported  
Anna Jaques Hospital in FY2021.  
To view the donor honor roll, please visit  
www.ajh.org/giving/donors-make-a-difference. 

All funds raised locally remain local for AJH
As of October 1st, the Anna Jaques Community Health 
Foundation was reintegrated as a department of the hospital, 
which has allowed us to take advantage of the shared services 
available through Beth Israel Lahey Health (BILH). As donors, 
you will see only minor changes, such as: 

•  The “remit to” address on our return envelopes has changed 
to our centralized BILH gift processing center in Boston

•  Pledge reminders for your upcoming gifts will be sent by BILH

•  Tax receipts will be issued by BILH, but personal acknowledgements 
and stewardship efforts will continue to come from AJH  

Have You Met Maddie Yet?
AJH Philanthropy is thrilled that Maddie Phadke has  
joined our team. Maddie comes to us most recently  
from her role as Director of Development at the Virginia 
Thurston Healing Garden Cancer Support Center  
in Harvard, MA. There she worked with clinical staff  
members and grateful patients and their families  
to develop support for a comprehensive array of  
integrative therapies and activities that help improve  
the well-being of all those affected by cancer, including 
caregivers and family. An experienced fundraiser  
with excellent communication and interpersonal skills,  
Maddie has already begun to reach out to introduce  
herself to our community of support. Thank you for  
answering her calls and emails. 
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D O N O R  S U P P O R T

AJH is grateful for the $1 million gift from the Newburyport Area Industrial 
Development (NAID) Charitable Foundation to support the greatest 

needs of our hospital. The NAID Charitable Foundation has contributed 
to the mission of AJH and to other non-profit organizations in the greater 
Newburyport region for over twenty years. We are truly humbled by their 
unwavering support.

This gift is the largest single outright donation in the history of the hospital, 
and will be instrumental in our work to address the needs of our patients in a 
meaningful and impactful way. Among other essential needs of the hospital, 
we anticipate using a portion of this donation to provide additional support 
and resources to those struggling with mental health in our local community.

The business and community leaders charged with executing the 
extraordinary vision of the NAID founders have left an enduring mark on the 
quality of life in our community, and NAID’s legacy of impactful philanthropy 
will forever be remembered by Anna Jaques Hospital.

$1 Million NAID Donation Transforming AJH 

The trustees of the Mary P. Barton Charitable Foundation paid a site visit 
to AJH in early December 2021 to learn more about the compassionate 

care we are providing to patients in mental health crisis in our emergency 
department (ED). 

The pandemic has introduced significant challenges in serving adult and 
adolescent patients in mental health distress across the state, and here  
at AJH. The number and acuity of individuals experiencing a mental  
health crisis has steadily increased over the last 24 months, with levels  
of non-compliant and/or aggressive behaviors exhibited by patients in 
distress, requiring additional staff training and intervention.  

AJH is grateful to the Trustees who granted a gift in the amount of $125,000 to support the training and one-
to-one staff safety watches often required to keep all patients and staff safe. 

Mary P. Barton Charitable Foundation Supports Emergency Behavioral Health Needs

The Anna Jaques Hospital Aid Association held its annual Great Chefs’ Night 
from April 4th—April 14th at 14 participating restaurants: The American BBQ, 

The Barking Dog, Blue Moon Kitchen and Bar, BRINE, Capri Seaside Italian Kitchen 
& Pizzeria, Loretta, Metzy’s Cantina, Michael’s Harborside, Mission Oak Grill, 
Oregano Pizzeria & Ristorante, Phat Cats Bistro, Ristorante Molise, Sea Level Oyster Bar, and Seaglass Restaurant 
and Lounge. Half the proceeds of the $60 meal voucher went directly back to the eatery, and the other half 
supported Anna Jaques Hospital. 

There was also an option for the public to donate vouchers to AJH healthcare workers as a thank you for their 
efforts amid the pandemic. Thank you to everyone who supported our staff during this time. 

In addition to featuring specially-designed Great Chefs’ menu selections from a range of Greater Newburyport 
restaurants, the event offered an online auction and a raffle for a $5,000 vacation for two to anywhere in the US. 

The presenting sponsor of the event was Beth Israel Lahey Health and BankProv. Other sponsors include People’s 
United Bank, Institution for Savings, Newburyport Bank, Honda North, and Salem Five Bank. 

Great Chefs—Keeping it Local Another Success 
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STEPPING FORWARD PROJECT NEARS COMPLETION 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  A N D  P R O G R A M S  

For the last twelve months, Columbia Construction crews 
in hard-hats and construction vehicles have been busy 

expanding the AJH footprint to include a new surgical suite, 
renovated entrance and widened connective corridors that now 
seamlessly merge into the historic core of our hospital.  

In February, after receiving the green-light from the MA 
Department of Public Health, AJH welcomed its first orthopedic 
patients for surgery in the new operating suites. The two state-
of-the-art 650-square foot operating rooms can accommodate 
larger surgical teams and the robotic technology needed for 
the latest orthopedic procedures. The opening was a major 
milestone in the Stepping Forward project which will be 
completed in May and dedicated in June. 

Since the community campaign began three years ago, $4.2M has been raised to support the project’s $8M 
construction budget. Made possible by donor support, the Stepping Forward project well positions AJH for 
continued growth in patient volume and community-based specialty care, particularly in orthopedics. 

As patients, staff, and visitors move between the entrance 
and main building, they will travel through the Eleanor 

J. Woodman Walkway, named to honor the long-time AJH 
benefactor who passed away in 2020. The corridor includes a 
gallery of historic photos that connect AJH to the communities 
it serves. Creating the display of archival photos in the walkway 
was a labor of love made possible by a small group of dedicated 
volunteers. Anna Jaques is grateful to AJH archivist Liz Armstrong, 
Newburyport Public Library Archivist Sharon Spielbinder, Aid 
Association members Sandra Johnson and Mary Ann Abbott,  
and former AJH CEO Delia O’Connor for helping to bring the 
culture of neighbors helping neighbors to life through these 
wonderful photographs. 

The 31st “Fore Your Health” Golf Tournament will be 
held on Monday, August 29th at Haverhill Country 
Club. All proceeds benefit the capital needs of Anna 
Jaques Hospital. Visit ajh.org/giving for details.

We are excited to once again offer the community 
the opportunity to learn more about AJH and our 
many services by taking a small group tour. If you 
are interested in signing up, please contact Mary 
Williamson at mwilliamson@ajh.org or 978-463-1211.

The Eleanor J. Woodman Walkway Archival Gallery 

Fore! Behind-the-Scenes Hospital Tours


