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AJH Aid Association Volunteers – An Unstoppable Force  
Annual Gift Provides Exceptional Support for Hospital Needs

Save The  
Dates

Outdoor Holiday  
House Tour 
Saturday,  
December 11th,  
12 noon - 5 p.m. 

Great Chefs’  
Weeks
Spring 2022

Visit www.ajh.org/
aidassociation 
for details on 
upcoming events. 

What began with “Hospital Sunday” in 1885, a collection-
plate event that netted $1,400 from 25 participating 

churches, later served to launch the Anna Jaques Hospital 
(AJH) Aid Association in 1888. The all-volunteer organization 
has grown into a 165-member, fundraising powerhouse 
that has engaged residents and local businesses in events 
and activities over the last 133 years. Today, proceeds from 
popular annual activities such as Great Chefs’ Night, Tree of 
Light, and the Holiday House Tour, combined with revenues 
earned through the Aid Association Gift Shop and Art Wall 
sales at the hospital, result in an annual gift for the sole 
benefit of our community hospital.  

The 25-member Board works hard year-round to accomplish 
its fundraising goals—and also to find fun ways to engage 
the public. The members come from all walks of life and offer 
fresh perspectives, connections, and diverse talents which 
contribute to the group’s creativity. 

In October, the AJH Aid Association Board held their 
Annual Meeting safely outdoors at Michael’s Harborside and 
presented a gift of $100,000 to President Mark Goldstein 
(pictured above). This is an extraordinary accomplishment 
given the COVID-19 restrictions on in-person events. 

This year’s Aid Association gift will support the growing 
need for AJH adult behavioral health services, primary care 
in Seabrook, NH, the Stepping Forward Campaign, and the 
purchase of comfort teddy bears for use with young patients.

While expressing his gratitude on behalf of the AJH Board 

and staff, Mr. Goldstein praised the imaginative efforts of 
the Aid Association for the success of their fundraising 
activities under such challenging circumstances this year. 
Aid Association leaders pivoted and offered an outdoor-only 
Holiday House Tour, a virtual Tree of Light commemoration, 
and Great Chefs’ Reimagined in April. 

The popular Great Chefs’ event took an inspired turn, 
providing a week-long celebration of dine-in or take-out at 14 
participating area restaurants, with half the proceeds from a 
$50 meal voucher going directly back to the eatery, and the 
other half benefitting the hospital. Patrons loved the concept. 
Many bought vouchers from multiple restaurants to “dine 
around” the region. There was also an option for the public 
to donate $50 vouchers to AJH frontline healthcare workers 
as a thank you for their efforts amid the pandemic. Over 600 
vouchers were sold, with 150 donated to AJH staff. 

With the pandemic still a factor in the Aid’s planning, and 
with the health and safety of all participants a top priority, a 
two-week version of Great Chefs’ Reimagined is in the works 
for the spring of 2022. The event will also feature an exciting 
get-away vacation raffle, and plans to develop an outdoor, in-
person live and silent auction event when we can be together 
in warm weather.

Whatever the plan, we know the Aid Association will deliver, 
and in grand style! 
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Dear Friends of Anna Jaques Hospital, 

Season’s greetings! As another year winds down, I marvel at how much AJH 
has been able to achieve against the backdrop of the pandemic and its many 
consequences. Our perseverance as an organization has been a team eff ort, with 
credit shared by strong leadership, incredibly skilled and resilient employees, and 
you, our donors and committed volunteers, who continue to off er your strong 
support for our mission. Evidence of what your generosity has made possible is 
highlighted in this newsletter. 

While COVID-19 will be a part of our lives for the foreseeable future, AJH is embracing 
exciting new opportunities. Our ability to serve more families in crisis has been made 
possible with the expansion of our Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Unit; donors 
continue to respond to our Stepping Forward Campaign to increase our surgical 
capacity and renovate the main entrance; numerous initiatives were supported by the 
Aid Association’s gift; and your annual fund support makes possible new technology, 

training and operational enhancements throughout the campus.

Community-based fundraising remains critical to the overall success of our hospital. As always, all funds 
raised locally remain local for AJH. To enhance these eff orts, eff ective October 1, 2021, the Anna Jaques 
Community Health Foundation was reintegrated as a department of the hospital and can now take 
advantage of the shared services available through Beth Israel Lahey Health (BILH). This transition better 
aligns philanthropy with the hospital’s strategic goals and ensures that our fundraising eff orts will be even 
more eff ective in the future. 

For the AJH community of supporters, we hope you will see only minor changes and many improvements in 
our eff orts over time (see below). Long term, the anticipated increase in effi  ciency and eff ectiveness of the 
philanthropy offi  ce will lead to stronger relationships with more donors and more support for our patients. 
Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions.

During this season of giving, I especially 
want to express our heartfelt gratitude 
to all who generously share their time and 
resources to sustain AJH. We cannot do 
this important work without you and 
we are so appreciative. Happy Holidays! 

Thank you, 

Mary Williamson               
Vice President for Development
mwilliamson@ajh.org  |  978-463-1211
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Changes Coming: 
•  We will begin to use Anna Jaques Hospital as the “remit to” 

organization in all future donor solicitations 

•  Checks will be accepted if written to the Anna Jaques 
Community Health Foundation as we make this transition 

•  The “remit to” address on our return envelopes has changed 
to our centralized BILH gift processing center in Boston

•  Tax receipts and pledge reminders for your gift will also be 
issued by the BILH 
gift processing center

•  Personal gift acknowledgements will continue to come from AJH. 

Consider a Year-End Gift to Support 
Your Community Hospital 
A tax-deductible gift made to the AJH Annual Fund allows us 
to invest in needed clinical services, state-of-the-art equipment, 
key staff  recruitment, and supports AJH through the dynamic 
circumstances we are all living through today. We welcome the 
opportunity to personally discuss your giving options.

Please consider donating by December 31st at www.ajh.org/giving

Prefer to give through your donor advised fund? 

DAF Direct on our website enables you to recommend grants to 
AJH with a quick click.  
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D O N O R  S U P P O R T

In response to a growing need for mental health services for children and 
adolescents—an issue further intensified by social and physical isolation 

during the pandemic—AJH has expanded its commitment to inpatient 
mental health and support services for young people. With approval and 
funding from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, AJH has 
added four additional inpatient beds to the Child and Adolescent Psychiatric 
Unit located at the Amesbury Health Center, bringing the total number 
of beds from 12 to 16. AJH is grateful for two recent gifts that support the 
furniture and fixture needs of the expansion—$11,000 from the Edward S. 
and Winifred G. Moseley Foundation and $10,000 from the John Alden Trust. 

AJH Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Unit Expansion Update

Last October, with the support of the Newburyport Society for the Relief 
of Aged Women, AJH piloted a Medical Expense Relief Fund that bridges 

medical insurance gaps for low-income women from Newburyport, Newbury, 
and Salisbury. Over the last year, the program supported hundreds of 
women challenged by insufficient insurance coverage, high deductibles and 
increased out-of-pocket medical expenses. AJH is grateful to the Society for 
extending this partnership with a gift of $20,000 made in September. 

In addition, the Society provides direct assistance to qualifying individuals to meet healthcare expenses, utility 
assistance, rent, and food vouchers, as well as emergency assistance for unexpected bills. Learn more: nsraw.org

Serving Senior Women in Need

To meet the evolving expectations and convenience needs of our patients where they  
live and work, AJH, with the support of the Amesbury Health Care Charitable Trust,  

is increasing access to community-based screening. The Trust’s recent grant of $23,000 
provides for the relocation and operational support of special bone density screening 
technology to compliment mammography services at the Amesbury Health Center.  
The screenings serve post-menopausal patients and alleviates the need for patients to  
visit the busier hospital campus. We expect to serve 1,000 patients with bone density 
screenings in Amesbury over the next year.

Amesbury Health Care Charitable Trust Gift Supports Bone Density Screening

Thanks to the vision and generosity of Mr. Harry M. Pethybridge, gifts from  
a trust he established in 1984 continue to help AJH serve every young 

patient from Haverhill who comes to us, regardless of their family’s ability  
to pay. A recent gift in the amount of $20,000 from the Harry M. Pethybridge 
Trust has helped fund hospital care for un- and under-insured Haverhill children, 
ages infant through 17.

Trust Supports Medical Expenses of Haverhill Youth



Link corridor work is under way.

Brick exterior is complete on the new addition.
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Since the April groundbreaking, crews from 
Columbia Construction and other subcontractors 

have been hard at work excavating the site, pouring 
new foundations, and building the exterior and 
interior of an expanded campus footprint. Over 
the last eight months, steady progress has been 
made, culminating with the recent installation of all 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems for the 
additional space. The $8 million construction project 
is on budget and scheduled to open with a public 
dedication in the Spring. 

Key to the hospital’s strategy to expand primary 
and specialty care, specifically in orthopedics, the 
Stepping Forward project will deliver two large 
operating rooms (OR) to house the latest technology 
and larger surgical teams, as well as renovate the 
hospital’s main entrance, named to honor long-time 
volunteers Helen and Byron J. Matthews. The new OR 
suite will support our New England Baptist model of 
care at AJH. The clinical partnership both reinforces 
and strengthens the ongoing commitment to excellent 
quality outcomes and patient-centered care within the 
local community. 

The community has enabled Anna Jaques to build 
strong support for the project since 2019. To date, 
$4.1 million has been pledged or donated toward the 
Stepping Forward Campaign’s $4.2 million goal. Over 
50 donors have contributed at the Leadership level 
of $25,000 or more. Most recently, we are grateful 
to the H. Patterson Hale, Jr. Charitable Foundation 
and Dr. Josh Baumfeld and Ms. Lynn-Anne Schow for 
their leadership gifts. The Anna Jaques Community 
Health Foundation is continuing to reach out to the 
community for donations big and small to raise the 
remaining $100,000 to meet our target. 

Donors to the Campaign, especially in this final push, 
can make a real difference in providing the best 
possible surgical experience for our patients. All gifts 
made to the Stepping Forward Campaign and to AJH 
stay in our community

For more information about the Stepping Forward 
Campaign, and how to make a gift that best suits your 
needs, contact Mary Williamson at (978)463-1211, or 
visit ajh.org/steppingforward. 

Stepping Forward  
Into the Future 

We Are Inches From the  
Finish Line—Can You Help? 

Construction and Fundraising Continue on  
Operating Suite Expansion and New Main Entrance


