
AJH to Join ProPosed HeAltH CAre system 
to sPAn ACross eAstern mAssACHusetts

Commonly Asked Questions

• Hospital name and identity will 
 remain “Anna Jaques Hospital”

• Continue to be a non-profit, 
 501c3, separately licensed, 
 full-service hospital

• No change to employees’ 
 defined benefit pension plan

• Anna Jaques Community 
 Health Foundation will 
 continue to be responsible for 
 all fundraising, and past and 
 future philanthropy will 
 exclusively support Anna 
 Jaques Hospital

• Relationship with the 
 Massachusetts Nurses 
 Association will not change

• AJH will retain local boards, 
 management, and independent 
 medical staffs with appropriate 
 intersects to the new health 
 system

• Seacoast Affiliated Group 
 Practice (hospital owned 
 physicians and support staff) 
 will continue to be aligned  
 with AJH in the new health 
 care delivery system

so, What does this 
mean For...?

What is our current relationship with Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
(BIDMC)? 
Anna Jaques and BIDMC have shared a long-standing, successful clinical affiliation 
since 2010. This has brought highly specialized care to our community, including: Anna 
Jaques Cancer Center affiliated with BIDMC, Gerrish Breast Care Center, Thoracic 
Clinic, Maternal-Fetal Medicine, Gynecologic Oncology, and co-branded primary care. 
Anna Jaques Hospital and the Whittier Independent Practice Association (IPA), as 
a part of the Lower Merrimack Valley Physician-Hospital Organization, are already in 
Beth Israel Deaconess Care Organization (BIDCO) and in alignment with the hospital. 
Joining the proposed combined system would build on this foundation. 

Which hospitals would be included in the proposed new system?  
 Anna Jaques is one of five founding members of the new system. These also include:  

 Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center (BIDMC)
 BIDMC is a world-class teaching hospital of Harvard Medical School in Boston 
 with 651 licensed beds, including 473 medical/surgical beds, 77 critical care beds 
 and 60 OB/GYN beds. BIDMC owns three community hospitals, including: BID-
 Milton, BID-Needham, and BID-Plymouth. 

 Lahey Health
 Lahey Hospital & Medical Center in Burlington, MA, is a 335-bed teaching 
 hospital affiliated with Tufts University School of Medicine. It owns three 
 community hospitals: Beverly Hospital, Addison Gilbert Hospital, and 
 Winchester Hospital. 

 New England Baptist Hospital (NEBH) 
 NEBH is the premier regional provider for orthopedic surgery and the treatment of 
 musculoskeletal diseases and disorders and is a teaching affiliate of Tufts University 
 School of Medicine in Boston. NEBH is nationally recognized and consistently 
 ranked as one of America’s top hospitals for orthopedics by U.S. News and 
 World Report. 

 Mount Auburn Hospital
 Mount Auburn Hospital in Cambridge, MA, is a top notch teaching healthcare 
 system affiliated with Harvard Medical School. 213 licensed beds in all private 
 rooms; comprehensive inpatient services; known for top-level care including 
 Cardiac Care and Cancer Care departments, both known as centers of excellence.

Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital - Milton
Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital - Needham
Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital - Plymouth

Lahey Health - Addison Gilbert Hospital
Lahey Health - Beverly Hospital
Lahey Health - Winchester Hospital

See reverse for more information



How will joining the new system help strengthen care and access in our community?
The new system will strive to:

 • Provide compassionate care to the whole patient and create a healthy future for them and their families.

 •   Offer primary care access within 5 miles of nearly every resident in Eastern MA

 • Increase access to nationally recognized specialists in community settings

 • Keep communities healthy and care for patients in or near their homes while helping them stay out 
  of the hospital

 • Collaborate with insurers to create innovative products that offer access to high-quality care at a lower cost

 • Optimize size and scale to partner with technology and data companies to innovate and improve care delivery 

Why has Anna Jaques been asked to join the new system?  

The invitation to Anna Jaques is a reflection of our reputation and successes. The system recognizes the value that AJH 
would bring to its robust hospital network:  

 • This is a community hospital-centric system that understands that high performing community hospitals like   
  AJH are critical to containing rising health care costs.

 • AJH complements the expansive geographic presence of the new network, which will span across Eastern MA,   
  from Newburyport to Plymouth. 

 • The vision of the new system is to provide high-quality, low-cost care in the community whenever possible. 
  AJH expects to see increased referrals to and from network hospitals, ensuring that the right care is delivered in   
  the right setting for each patient.

 • The Anna Jaques Medical Staff, as part of Beth Israel Deaconess Care Organization (BIDCO), is one of the top   
  performing “pods” in BIDCO, ranked #3 of 34 pods for quality care and patient satisfaction. 

 • Our ability to deliver high quality care and a superior patient experience at a lower cost has positioned 
  Anna Jaques for success as we face the ever-changing demands of care delivery and payment reform. 

What has been the past experience of community hospitals that are part of BIDMC and Lahey Health? 
Community hospitals associated with the BIDMC and Lahey systems have been strengthened as community hospital 
affiliates. They have seen increased volume and revenue, improved access to more clinical services, and kept more care in 
their local communities. 

What happens to the AJH Community Health Foundation? 
Anna Jaques Community Health Foundation will continue to be responsible for fundraising at Anna Jaques. All dollars 
raised for AJH, both past and present, will solely support AJH.

What are the next steps in the process?
Now that the Definitive Agreement has been signed, state and regulatory approvals will proceed and are expected to take 
up to 12 months.

Commonly Asked Questions (continued)


